
Carelon Radiotracer Management for PET Imaging  
Effective Date: April 1, 2026 
 
Starting April 1, 2026, Carelon will implement Radiotracer Management as part of the PET imaging 
authorization process for Providence members. This enhancement ensures that both the PET CPT 
code and the radiotracer CPT code are submitted at intake and reviewed for clinical 
appropriateness. 

• Scope: Applies to Brain PET and Oncologic PET procedures. Cardiac PET remains out of scope 

• Why It Matters: Ensures correct radiotracer use per Carelon guidelines, improves claims 
matching, and provides a complete view of the PET procedure for better utilization 
management. 

• Authorization Process: Both PET and radiotracer codes will be reviewed together & submitted 
when requesting authorization  

o Approved PET authorizations will specify the category of radiotracers allowed 

o PET indications are listed by radiotracer category in the guidelines: Oncologic Imaging, 
Brain imaging, and Chest Imaging  

▪ For example, “PET/CT using 68Ga- or 18F-labeled radiotracers targeting 
prostate-specific membrane antigen (PSMA).”  

o Radiotracers within the same guideline category are grouped by color (below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions or more details, please contact Carelon MBM at (800)-252-2021.  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fguidelines.carelonmedicalbenefitsmanagement.com%2Foncologic-imaging-2024-04-14%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLindee.Moore%40providence.org%7C9503dbad366f46169a6a08de4721cf9a%7C2e3190869a2646a3865f615bed576786%7C0%7C0%7C639026407711689044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LJHxEhwsUfg66OcatHxZuzc4jVSNIr0%2BbCeEwBPxh8o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fguidelines.carelonmedicalbenefitsmanagement.com%2Fimaging-of-the-brain-2024-10-20%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLindee.Moore%40providence.org%7C9503dbad366f46169a6a08de4721cf9a%7C2e3190869a2646a3865f615bed576786%7C0%7C0%7C639026407711749094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FWf0PVdFwWD%2FDZVfcjhGsG7CBwFDBaK%2FQ%2BBe7nJniHo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fguidelines.carelonmedicalbenefitsmanagement.com%2Fimaging-of-the-chest-2024-04-14%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLindee.Moore%40providence.org%7C9503dbad366f46169a6a08de4721cf9a%7C2e3190869a2646a3865f615bed576786%7C0%7C0%7C639026407711814148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LGCwV9eJX%2B2mYOQYFkQWRmZ0ZnlFJkuCSl5ncPr%2FofE%3D&reserved=0

