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Benign Skin Lesion Removal 
Background 
 

• New medical policies outline medically necessary diagnoses for benign skin lesion 
removal: 

o Benign Skin Lesions (Company) 
o Benign Skin Lesions (Medicare) 

 

Billing Guidelines 
 

• Submit claims using CPT codes listed in the policy (e.g., 11300–11313, 11400–11446, 
17110–17111). 
 

• Diagnosis Code Grouping: 
 

o For commercial lines of business, claims may be considered medically necessary 
when CPT codes are billed with diagnosis codes in the following manner: 

▪ Group 1: A single listed diagnosis code is sufficient. 
▪ Group 2: Requires a diagnosis code from Column A and a diagnosis code 

from Column B. 
▪ Group 3: Malignant diagnoses (only one diagnosis code is required) and 

these diagnosis codes are only applicable to CPT codes 11300-11313. 
 

o For Medicare lines of business, CPT codes must be billed with approved diagnoses 
codes listed in the relevant Medicare Local Coverage Article. 

 

• Denial Risk: Claims with diagnosis codes not listed in Groups 1-3 and billed per policy 
instructions will be denied as not medically necessary. 
 

• For additional information and instructions, please refer to each policy’s “Billing 
Guidelines” and “Billing Guideline Appendix” sections (commercial only). 

 

Non-Covered and Limited Services List 

• A CPT code’s appearance on the non-covered and limited services list does not automatically imply 
non-coverage. Many such codes (including codes for benign skin lesion removal) include notes 
explaining the code may still be covered when billed with certain diagnosis codes. Example below: 

 

Questions?  

• Email the Medical Policy Team at:  PHPMedicalPolicyInquiry@providence.org 

https://www.providencehealthplan.com/-/media/providence/website/pdfs/providers/medical-policy-and-provider-information/medical-policies/mp422.pdf?rev=dcadd05345f34f4393f65b54002f1592&hash=299558500FC50C9675006F9F5920FF3A
https://www.providencehealthplan.com/-/media/providence/website/pdfs/providers/medical-policy-and-provider-information/medical-policies/mp423.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/article.aspx?articleId=57162
https://www.providencehealthplan.com/-/media/providence/website/pdfs/providers/medical-policy-and-provider-information/medical-policies/mp422.pdf?rev=dcadd05345f34f4393f65b54002f1592&hash=299558500FC50C9675006F9F5920FF3A
https://www.providencehealthplan.com/-/media/providence/website/pdfs/providers/medical-policy-and-provider-information/prior-authorization/php_non_covered.pdf?rev=e82305c1d13c4870aed61786710b2042&hash=A4FC562927B2BAB8A4AD2EC79ABA0DB8
mailto:PHPMedicalPolicyInquiry@providence.org

